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Lambdin Apophthegmata Patrum 
 
 
 
240. ⲁ-ⲁⲡⲁ ⲥⲁⲣⲁⲡⲓⲱⲛ ⲛⲁⲩ ⲉⲩⲡⲟⲣⲛⲏ. ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ ϫⲉ, “ϯⲛⲏⲩ 
 
Father Sarapion saw a prostitute.  He said, “I am coming 
 
 
Ϣⲁⲣⲟ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲛⲁⲩ ⲛ̅ ⲣⲟⲩϩⲉ. ⲥⲃ̅ⲧⲱⲧⲉ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ.” ⲁⲩⲱ ⲛ̅ⲧⲉⲣⲉϥ<ⲉⲓ> ⲛⲁⲥ 
 
to you in the evening.  Prepare yourself.”  And when he came to her 
 
 
ⲉϩⲟⲩⲛ, ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ ⲛⲁⲥ ϫⲉ, “ϭⲱ ⲉⲣⲟⲓ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲕⲟⲩⲓ, ϫⲉ ⲟⲩⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲓ-ⲟⲩⲛⲟⲙⲟⲥ 
 
he said to her, “Remain with me for a little while, since I have a habit,  
 
 
ⲙ̅ⲙⲁⲩ, ϣⲁⲛϯϫⲟⲕϥ̅ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ.” ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲥ ⲇⲉ ⲡⲉϫⲁⲥ ϫⲉ, “ⲕⲁⲗⲱⲥ, ⲡⲁⲉⲓⲱⲧ.”  
 
until I am finished.”  She said, “Be well, my father.”  
 
 
ⲛ̅ⲧⲟϥ ⲇⲉ ⲁϥⲁⲣⲭⲉⲓ ⲙ̅ ⲯⲁⲗⲗⲉⲓ ϫⲓⲛ ⲡϣⲟⲣⲡ̅ ⲙ̅ ⲯⲁⲗⲙⲟⲥ ϣⲁⲛⲧⲉϥϫⲱⲕ 
 
He began reciting from the early psalm until he finished  
 
 
ⲉⲃⲟⲗ ⲙ̅ ⲡϣⲉⲧⲁⲓⲟⲩ ⲙ̅ ⲯⲁⲗⲙⲟⲥ, ⲁⲩⲱ ⲕⲁⲧⲁ ⲥⲟⲡ ⲛ̅ ⲕⲁ-ⲣⲱϥ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ ϣⲁⲣ- 
 
the 150th psalm,  and each time of silence making 
 
 
ⲉⲓⲣⲉ ⲛ̅ ϣⲟⲙⲛ̅ⲧ ⲛ̅ ⲕⲗ̅ⲭ̅-ⲡⲁⲧ. ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲥ ϩⲱⲱⲥ ⲁⲥϭⲱ ⲉⲥϣⲗⲏⲗ ϩⲓ ⲡⲁϩⲟⲩ 
 
three bows.  She herself continued her prayer behind 
 
 
ⲙ̅ⲙⲟϥ ϩⲛ̅ ⲟⲩϩⲟⲧⲉ ⲙⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲥⲧⲱⲧ. ⲁϥⲙⲟⲩⲛ ⲇⲉ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ ⲉϥϣⲗⲏⲗ ϩⲁⲣⲟⲥ 
 
him in fear and trembling.  He remained praying for her 
 



Introduction to Sahidic Coptic by Thomas O. Lambdin 

2 

 
 
ⲧⲁⲣⲉⲥⲟⲩϫⲁⲓ, ⲁⲩⲱ ⲁ-ⲡⲛⲟⲩⲧⲉ ⲥⲱⲧⲙ̅ ⲉⲣⲟϥ. ⲧⲉⲥϩⲓⲙⲉ ⲇⲉ ⲁⲥⲡⲁϩⲧⲥ̅ ϩⲁ-  
 
so that she be saved, and the Lord heard him.  The woman bowed at 
 
 
ⲣⲁⲧⲟⲩ ⲛ̅ ⲛⲉϥⲟⲩⲉⲣⲏⲧⲉ ⲉⲥⲣⲓⲙⲉ ⲉⲥϫⲱ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲥ ϫⲉ, “ⲁⲣⲓ-ⲧⲁⲅⲁⲡⲏ, ⲡⲁ- 
 
His feet, crying and saying, “Be charitable, my 
 
 
ⲉⲓⲱⲧ. ⲡⲙⲁ ⲉⲧⲉⲕⲥⲟⲟⲩⲛ ϫⲉ ϯⲛⲁⲟⲩϫⲁⲓ ⲛ̅ϩⲏⲧϥ̅ ϫⲓⲧ ⲉⲙⲁⲩ. ⲛ̅ⲧⲁ- 
 
father.  I will be safe in the place that you know – take me there.  It is 
 
 
ⲡⲛⲟⲩⲧⲉ ⲅⲁⲣ ⲧⲛ̅ⲛⲟⲟⲩⲕ ϣⲁⲣⲟⲓ ⲉ ⲡⲁⲓ.” ⲁⲩⲱ ⲁϥϫⲓⲧⲥ̅ ⲉⲩϩⲉⲛⲉⲉⲧⲉ ⲙ̅ 
 
for this that God sent you to me.”  And he took her to a convent. 
 
 
ⲡⲁⲣⲑⲉⲛⲟⲥ. ⲡⲉϫⲁϥⲇⲉ ⲛ̅ ⲧⲙⲁⲁⲩ ⲛ̅ ⲑⲉⲛⲉⲉⲧⲉ ϫⲉ, “ϫⲓ ⲛ̅ ⲧⲉⲓⲥⲱⲛⲉ, 
 
He said to the mother of the convent, “Take this sister 
 
 
ⲁⲩⲱ ⲙ̅ⲡⲣ̅ⲧⲁⲗⲉ-ⲛⲁϩⲃ̅ ⲉϫⲱⲥ ⲏ ⲉⲛⲧⲟⲗⲁⲏ, ⲁⲗⲗⲁ ⲛ̅ ⲑⲉ ⲉⲧⲉⲥⲟⲩⲁϣⲥ̅ 
 
And don’t impose penance or command her, but rather in the way that she wants 
 
 
ⲙⲁⲣⲉⲥⲁⲁⲥ. ⲕⲁⲁⲥ ϩⲙ̅ ⲡϫⲟⲉⲓⲥ.” ⲁⲩⲱ ⲙⲛ̅ⲛ̅ⲥⲁ ϩⲉⲛⲕⲟⲩⲓ ⲛ̅ ϩⲟⲟⲩ ⲡⲉϫⲁⲥ 
 
let her do it.  Leave her to the Lord.”  And after a few days she said, 
 
 
ϫⲉ, “ⲁⲛⲟⲕ ⲟⲩⲣⲉϥⲣ̅-ⲛⲟⲃⲉ. ⲉⲓⲟⲩⲱϣ ⲉ ⲟⲩⲱⲙ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲥⲟⲡ ⲙ̅ ⲙⲏⲛⲉ.” 
 
“I am a sinner.  I want to eat only once a day.” 
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ⲙⲛ̅ⲛ̅ⲥⲁ ⲕⲉⲟⲩⲟⲉⲓϣ ⲟⲛ ⲡⲉϫⲁⲥ ϫⲉ, “ⲉⲓⲟⲩⲱϣ ⲉ ⲟⲩⲱⲙ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲥⲟⲡ ⲕⲁⲧⲁ  
 
After a time further she said, “I want to eat once each 
 
 
ⲥⲁⲃⲃⲁⲧⲟⲛ.” ⲙⲛ̅ⲛ̅ⲥⲱⲥ ⲟⲛ ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ ϫⲉ, “ⲉⲡⲓⲇⲏ ⲁⲓⲣ̅-ϩⲁϩ ⲛ̅ ⲛⲟⲃⲉ, 
 
Sabbath (once a week.”  After that further she said, “Because I did many sins, 
 
 
ⲟⲡⲧ̅ ⲉϩⲟⲩⲛ ⲉⲩⲣⲓ ⲁⲩⲱ ⲡⲉϯⲛⲁⲟⲩⲟⲙϥ̅ ⲧⲁⲁϥ ⲛⲁⲓ ϩⲛ̅ ⲟⲩϣⲟⲩϣⲧ̅ ⲙⲛ̅ ⲡⲁ- 
 
imprison me in a cell, and that which I am to eat, give it to me through an opening along with my 
 
 
ⲏϩⲱⲃ ⲛ̅ ϭⲓϫ.” ⲁⲩⲱ ⲁⲩⲉⲓⲣⲉ ϩⲓ ⲛⲁⲓ, ⲁⲩⲱ ⲁⲥⲣ̅-ⲁⲛⲁϥ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲛⲟⲩⲧⲉ, ⲁⲥ- 
 
handiwork.”  And they did that, and she pleased God, and she 
 
 
ⲛ̅ⲕⲟⲧⲕ̅ ⲇⲉ ϩⲙ̅ ⲡⲙⲁ ⲉⲧ ⲙ̅ⲙⲁⲩ ϩⲙ̅ ⲡϫⲟⲉⲓⲥ. 
 
lay down in the place there with the Lord. (She died.) 
 
 
 


