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Lambdin Apophthegmata Patrum 
 
 
 
21. ⲁ-ⲟⲩⲁ ⲛ̅ ⲛ̅ϩⲗ̅ⲗⲟ ⲃⲱⲕ ϣⲁ ⲕⲉϩⲗ̅ⲗⲟ, ⲁⲩⲱ ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲉϥⲙⲁⲑⲏ-.  
      One of the monks went to another monk, and he said to his disciple, 
 
 
ⲧⲏⲥ ϫⲉ, “ⲧⲁⲙⲓⲟ ⲛⲁⲛ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲕⲟⲩⲓ ⲛ̅ ⲁⲣϣⲓⲛ,” ⲁⲩⲱ ⲁϥⲧⲁⲙⲓⲟϥ.  ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ 
“Make ready for us a little lentils,” and he prepared it. He said, 
 
 
Ϫⲉ, “ϩⲉⲣⲡ̅-ϩⲉⲛⲟⲓⲉⲕ ⲛⲁⲛ,” ⲁⲩⲱ ⲁϥϩⲟⲣⲡⲟⲩ.  ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲟⲩ ⲇⲉ ⲁⲩⲙⲟⲩⲛ 
“Moisten bread for us,” and he moistened it. Those ones, they continued 
 
 
ⲉⲃⲟⲗ ⲉⲩϣⲁϫⲉ ⲉ ⲛⲉⲡⲛ̅ⲓⲕⲟⲛ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲉϩⲟⲟⲩ ⲧⲏⲣϥ̅ ⲙⲛ̅ ⲧⲉⲩϣⲏ ⲧⲏⲣⲥ̅. 
speaking about spiritual matters during all the day and all the night. 
 
 
23. ⲁϥϫⲟⲟⲥ ⲛϭⲓ̅ ⲁⲡⲁ ⲓⲥⲁⲕ ϫⲉ̅, “ⲛⲉⲛⲉⲓⲟⲧⲉ ⲙⲉⲛ ⲁⲡⲁ ⲡⲁⲙⲃⲱ 
      Father Isaac said, “Our fathers and Father Pambo 
 
 
ⲛⲉⲩⲫⲟⲣⲉⲓ ⲛ̅ ϩⲉⲛϣⲧⲏⲛ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲉⲗϭⲉ ⲉⲩϩⲛ̅ ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲉⲓⲥ ⲙⲛ̅ ϩⲉⲛϣⲧⲏⲛ ⲛ̅ ϣⲃ̅-  
wore garments of ragged patches and garments of 
 
 
ⲃⲛ̅ⲛⲉ.  ⲛ̅ⲧⲱⲧⲛ̅ ⲇⲉ ⲧⲉⲛⲟⲩ ⲧⲉⲧⲛ̅ⲫⲟⲣⲉⲓ ϩⲉⲛϣⲧⲏⲛ ⲉⲩⲧⲁⲉⲓⲏⲩ.  ⲃⲱⲕ 
palm fiber. You now are wearing excellent garments. Go 
 
 
ⲛ̅ⲧⲱⲧⲛ̅ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲉⲓⲙⲁ!  ⲁⲧⲉⲧⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲕⲟϥ.”  
you from this place! You ruined it.” 
 
 
24. ⲉⲩⲛⲁⲃⲱⲕ ⲇⲉ ⲉ ⲡⲱϩⲥ̅, ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ ⲛⲁⲩ ϫⲉ, “ⲛ̅ϯⲛⲁⲃⲱⲕ ⲁⲛ ⲉ 
      They were about to go therefore to harvest, and he said to them, “I will not go to 
 
 
ⲕⲟⲧⲧ ⲉ ϯ-ⲉⲛⲧⲟⲗⲏ ⲛⲏⲧⲛ̅; ⲛ̅ⲧⲉⲧⲛ̅ϩⲁⲣⲉϩ ⲅⲁⲣ ⲁⲛ.” 
repeat to give command to you; for you will not heed.” 
(In other words, he won’t bother to lecture them because they won’t heed him anyway.) 
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25. ⲛ̅ⲧⲁϥ ⲟⲛ ⲁϥϫⲟⲟⲥ ϫⲉ, “ⲁ-ⲁⲡⲁ ⲡⲁⲙⲃⲱ ϫⲟⲟⲥ ϫⲉ, ’ⲧⲁⲓ ⲧⲉ 
      Of him also he said, “Father Pambo said, ‘This is 
 
 
ⲑⲉ ⲉⲧⲉ ϣϣⲉ ⲉ ⲡⲙⲟⲛⲁⲭⲟⲥ ⲉ ⲫⲟⲣⲉⲓ ⲛ̅ ⲛⲉϥϩⲟⲓⲧⲉ: ϩⲱⲥⲧⲉ ⲉ ⲛⲉϫ- 
the thing that is proper for the monk to wear as his garments: so that to cast 
 
 
ⲧⲉϥϣⲧⲏⲛ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲃⲟⲗ ⲛ̅ ⲧⲉϥⲣⲓ ⲛ̅ ϣⲟⲙⲛ̅ⲧ ⲛ̅ ϩⲟⲟⲩ, ⲛ̅ⲧⲉⲧⲙ̅-ⲗⲁⲁⲩ ⲧⲁⲓⲟⲥ ⲉ 
his garment outside of his cell for three days, and no one values it to 
 
 
Ϥⲓⲧⲥ̅, ⲧⲟⲧⲉ ⲉϥⲉⲫⲟⲣⲓ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲥ.’ ” 
take it, then he will wear the fringe.” 
(In other words, throw your old clothes on the street and it no one takes them in three days, they 
are good enough for a monk to wear.) 
 
 
26. ⲁϥϫⲟⲟⲥ ⲛ̅ϭⲓ ⲁⲡⲁ ⲕⲁⲥⲓⲁⲛⲟⲥ ϫⲉ, “ⲟⲩⲁ ⲛ̅ ⲛ̅ⲥⲩⲛⲕⲗⲏⲧⲓⲕⲟⲥ, 
      Father Kasiamos said, “One of the nobility, 
 
 
ⲉ-ⲁϥⲡⲟⲧⲁⲥⲥⲉ ⲛ̅ ⲛⲉϥⲭⲣⲏⲙⲁ ⲧⲏⲣⲟⲩ, ⲁϥⲧⲁⲁϥ ⲛ̅ ⲛ̅ϩⲏⲕⲉ.  ⲁϥⲕⲁ- 
having renounced all his money, gave it to the poor. He kept 
 
 
Ϩⲉⲛⲕⲟⲩⲓ ⲛⲁϥ ⲉⲧⲃⲉ ⲧⲉϥⲭⲣⲓⲁ ⲙⲁⲩⲁⲁϥ.  ⲙ̅ⲡⲉϥⲟⲩⲱϣ ⲉ ⲱⲛϩ ϩⲛ̅ ⲟⲩ- 
a little of it for his own need. He didn’t want to live in a 
 
 
ⲙⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲡⲟⲧⲁⲕⲧⲓⲕⲟⲥ ⲉⲧ ϫⲏⲕ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ ⲛ̅ⲧⲉ ⲡⲉⲑⲃ̅ⲃⲓⲟ ⲛ̅ ϩⲏⲧ.  ⲡⲁⲓ ⲇⲉ 
status of an anchorite who perfected humility of heart. This one  
 
 
ⲁϥϫⲱ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩϣⲁϫⲉ ⲛⲁϩⲣⲁϥ ⲛ̅ϭⲓ ⲃⲁⲥⲓⲙⲟⲥ, ⲡⲉⲧ ϣⲟⲟⲡ ϩⲛ̅ ⲛⲉⲧ ⲟⲩⲁⲁⲃ, 
Basimos, who existed in holiness, therefore he spoke a speech before him, 
 
 
ⲉϥϫⲱ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲥ ϫⲉ, ’ⲧⲙⲛ̅ⲧⲥⲩⲛⲕⲗⲏⲧⲓⲕⲟⲥ ⲁⲕⲥⲟⲣⲉⲙⲥ, ⲁⲩⲱ ⲧⲙⲛ̅ⲧⲙⲟⲛⲁⲭⲟⲥ 
and he said, “The quality of nobility you have lost, and the quality of a monk 
 
 
ⲙ̅ⲡⲉⲕϩⲉ ⲉⲣⲟⲥ.’ ” 
you did not find.” 
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27. ⲁ-ⲟⲩⲁ ⲛ̅ ⲛⲉⲥⲛⲏⲩ ϫⲛⲉ-ⲁⲡⲁ ⲡⲁⲥⲧⲁⲙⲱⲛ ϫⲉ, “ⲟⲩ ⲡⲉⲧⲓⲛⲁⲁⲁϥ, 
      One of the brothers asked Father Pastamon, “What will I do, 
 
 
Ϫⲉ ⲥⲉⲑⲗⲓⲃⲉ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲓ ⲉⲓϯ ⲙ̅ ⲡⲁϩⲱⲃ ⲛ̅  ϭⲓϫ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ?”  ⲁϥⲟⲩⲱϣⲃ̅ ⲛ̅ϭⲓ 
for I am distressed when I sell my handiwork? The monk answered, 
 
 
ⲡϩⲗ̅ⲗⲟ, ⲡⲉϫⲁϥ ϫⲉ, “ⲡⲕⲉ-ⲁⲡⲁ ϫⲉϫⲱⲓ ⲙⲛ̅ ⲡⲕⲉⲥⲉⲉⲡⲉ ϣⲁⲩϯ-ⲡⲉⲩϩⲱⲃ ⲛ̅ 
and he said, “Even Father Jejoi and the rest sell their handiwork. 
 
 
Ϭⲓϫ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ.  ⲡⲁⲓ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲟⲥⲉ ⲁⲛ ⲡⲉ. ⲉⲕϣⲁⲛⲛⲟⲩ ⲇⲉ ⲉ ϯ, ⲁϫⲓ-ⲧϯⲩⲙⲏ 
This is no harm. If you were going to sell, say the price 
 
 
ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲥⲟⲡ ⲛ̅ ⲟⲩⲱⲧ ⲛ̅ⲧⲉ ⲡⲓⲇⲟⲥ. ⲉⲕϣⲁⲛⲟⲩⲱϣ ⲇⲉ ⲉ ⲕⲁ-ⲟⲩⲕⲟⲩⲓ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ 
at one time of an item. If you were to want to deduct a little from 
 
 
Ϩⲛ̅ ⲥⲟⲩⲛ̅ⲧϥ̅, ⲛ̅ⲧⲟⲕ ⲉⲧ ⲧⲱϣ. ⲧⲁⲓ ⲧⲉ ⲑⲉ ⲉⲧⲉⲕⲛⲁϭⲛ̅-ⲙ̅ⲧⲟⲛ.” ⲡⲉϫⲉ- 
value, you are the one who decides.” Said 
 
 
ⲡⲥⲟⲛ ⲛⲁϥ ϫⲉ, “ⲉϣⲱⲡⲉ ⲟⲩⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲓ ⲧⲁⲭⲣⲓⲁ ⲙ̅ⲙⲁⲩ, ⲕⲟⲩⲱϣ ⲉⲧⲙ̅ⲧⲣⲁϥⲉⲓ- 
the brother, “It happens that since I have need, you want me not to 
 
 
ⲣⲟⲟⲩϣ ϩⲁ ϩⲱⲃ ⲛ̅ ϭⲓϫ? ” ⲁϥⲟⲩⲱϣⲃ̅ ⲛ̅̅ϭⲓ ⲡϩⲗ̅ⲗⲟ ϫⲉ, “ⲕⲁⲛ ⲟⲩⲛ̅ⲧⲁⲕ 
be concerned about handiwork?” The monk answered, “Even if you have 
 
 
Ϩⲱⲃ ⲛⲓⲙ, ⲙ̅ⲡⲣ̅ⲕⲁ-ⲡϩⲱⲃ ⲛ̅ ϭⲓϫ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ. ⲡ[ⲉⲧⲉ ⲟⲩⲛ̅-ϭⲟⲙ ⲙ̅ⲙⲟⲕ ⲉ ⲁⲁ 
everything, do not set aside your handicraft. That which you are able to do, 
 
 
ⲁⲣⲓϥ, ⲙⲟⲛⲟⲛ ϩⲛ̅ ⲟⲩϣⲧⲟⲣⲧⲣ̅ ⲁⲛ.” 
do it, but not in a troubled way.” 
 
(In other words, the brother feels guilty for accepting money. But all the monks take money for 
their wares. Instead of bargaining, set a flat price so you don’t get excess profit, just enough for 
your needs. The brother asks if he should make poor products that are not so valuable. The monk 
says no, do what you have the gift to do, do not stop doing what you like to do, only do not be 
troubled about the money.) 
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28. ⲁ-ⲟⲩⲥⲟⲛ ϫⲛⲉ-ⲁⲡⲁ ⲥⲁⲣⲁⲡⲓⲟⲛ ϫⲉ, “ⲁϫⲓ-ⲟⲩϣⲁϫⲉ ⲉⲣⲟⲓ.” 
      A brother asked Father Sarapion, “Speak a word to me.” 
 
 
ⲡⲉϫⲉ ⲡϩⲗⲗ̅ⲟ ⲛⲁϥ ϫⲉ, “ⲉⲓⲛⲁϫⲉ-ⲟⲩ ⲛⲁⲕ? Ϫⲉ ⲁⲥϥⲓ-ⲛ̅ⲉⲛⲕⲁ ⲛ̅ ⲛ̅ϩⲏⲕⲉ 
The old monk said to him, What shall I say to you?” You take the things of the poor 
 
 
ⲙⲛ̅ ⲛⲉⲭⲏⲣⲁ ⲙⲛ̅ ⲛ̅ⲟⲣⲫⲁⲛⲟⲥ, ⲁⲕⲕⲁⲁⲩ ϩⲙ̅ ⲡϣⲟⲩϣⲧ̅.” ⲁϥⲛⲁⲩ ⲅⲁⲣ ⲉ 
and the widows and the orphans, and you put them on the shelf. For he saw 
 
 
ⲡϣⲟⲩϣⲧ̅ ⲉϥⲙⲉϩ ⲛ̅ ϫⲱⲱⲙⲉ. 
the shelf filled with books. 
(In other words, the old man noted that the brother used his money to gather possessions. He 
should have used the money selflessly to give to the needy.) 
 


